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    In spring,  
local artist   
Monte began 
installing art 
pieces on the 
pegboard wall 
that serves as 
a gallery space 
at the Open 
Book Book- 
store and 
Event Center 
in Grass    
Valley. The 

installation “We Are Not Your Homeless” is currently on 
display, and explores the theme of “civil rights abuses that 
the homeless face,” as described by the artist. 

 
Back then, I saw Monte working on the installation, and 

was struck by its unstudied directness and forceful         
elements, such as the two mixed-media pieces, I Do Not 
Make $70,000 a Year (Above), and Housing Not Handcuffs  
(See page 6).  

 
As the installation evolved, Monte collaborated with     

photographer Dee Anne Dinelli, who lent her portraits of 
homeless men in relaxed and dignified poses for the show. 
Monte placed the Dinelli portraits in juxtaposition to his 
own starkly rendered—and sometime darkly humorous— 
images and statements that call out the injustice of  
homelessness. 
 

I caught up with Monte again at the Open Book a 
month later in June. Some of the pieces he added since my 
first viewing included the paper collage piece Small Children 
Fastest Growing Section and the pop-artish Rent? Control  
(lPage 6). We sat and talked about the installation. 
 
Sierra Roots News: I see several new pieces are up since 
my last visit. So what was the genesis of this show? What 
motivated you? 
 
Monte: It came from being homeless myself, from helping 
run Sierra Roots winter shelter, and from knowing Janice 
O’Brien.  

“We are Not Your Homeless” 

 

A Visit to American Canyon’s 
New Senior Affordable     

Community Village 

(Continued on page 6) 

By Paul Cogley 

Matt is a vet who served in the armed forces in the 1970’s. 
For six years, he lived under a concrete bridge in an unsanc-
tioned homeless camp somewhere in the Bay Area.  

One day, an outreach worker came to camp with a nurse 
practitioner, handing out sandwiches. They told him they 

could connect 
him to services 
he might be 
interested in. 
Matt began 
meeting with 
some of the 
service provi- 
ders. Eventually, 
he was offered a 
room in a tran-
sitional housing 
facility. After 
the move he 

continued to stay in touch with his  advocates. 

“If somebody reaches for you, with their hand out, you’ve 
got to hold on and help them pull you up,” Matt told me 
soon after I 
met him this 
July. “The 
more they’ll 
put in for me, 
that much 
more I’ve got 
to pull for 
myself.” 

In March, 
Matt moved 
out of transitional housing and into a one-bedroom home in 
American Canyon, a city of 19,000 in Napa County. His new 

Photos: Top: Cluster of one-bedroom homes in Valley View, 
Above: Paul Cogley, Chuck Durrett, Mayor Leon Garcia, and 
Community Director Brent Cooper   

(Continued on page 2) 



    Working with over 70 of the 
chronically homeless individu-
als in and around Nevada City 
and Grass Valley, Sierra Roots’ 
volunteers and outreach advo-
cates are painfully aware of the 
uninhabitable conditions these 
destitute and desperate people 
live in without protection or 
safety. The situation is growing 

more and more critical each day.  

There is no sanctioned place for these people to live in 
peace and safety so that they can seek medical or mental 
health; have a place for cleaning up and eating regularly so 
that they can then seek jobs to support themselves in a basic 
human way. Until we, as a community, provide a safe and 
sanctioned place for them to live, their numbers will grow, 
and the threat of fire and health epidemics for the whole 
community will get worse and worse. This is an emergency! 
We’re not just dreaming, we’re screaming! We need to do 
something NOW. 

Does anyone, anywhere have a piece of land that could 
be used to set up an encampment like they do for the fire 
fighters when a fire comes through? Sierra Roots would be 
willing to organize and oversee a place for those we know 
who need a safe place to sleep or park their cars overnight. 

We would need a place close to town, not residential, 
close to bus transportation. This would reduce the number 
of unsanitary and illegal camps that are now in myriad     
locations around town.  

What if a safe and healthy place were set up with port-o-
potties, waste management pick up, shower trucks, a mess 
tent for food availability, more solid and weather-resistant 
tents to house up to 40-50 people existed right now while the 
housing that Hospitality House and Sierra Roots are plan-
ning for the future is built (about two-three years down the 
road). This is something we can do now for those who are 
so in need of shelter, food, services and jobs.  

This one solution would be a major safeguard against a 
devastating fire or community-wide medical emergency.  
Remember the tuberculosis epidemic in Los Angeles two 
years ago because of the spread of it through the homeless 
population. Consider the huge reduction of Emergency 
Room visits, jail incarcerations, and public nuisance of    
tourists.  

This is an emergency in our community. We can do this. 
Please help get this going. Call me if you want to help set  
this up. Our community is so in need of this right now. ■ 

Where do all the people go? 

By Janice O’Brien 
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The Sierra Roots News is published by Sierra Roots, which was  
co-founded by Janice O’Brien in 2011. We are a 501c3 non-
profit organization. 

The Sierra Roots News is published quarterly in electronic and 
paper format. Contact our Editor at info@sierraroots.org. The 
Sierra Roots News is available at www.sierraroots.org. 

Sierra Roots News: Editor: Jeanne Dickenson 

Our mission is to provide a secure a safe place for people who 
are chronically homeless. We employ a relationship-based    
approach that identifies individual needs and preserves the dig-
nity of each person. Our goal is a community in which homeless 
people experience inclusion rather than isolation and where they 
can progress toward health and self-reliance. 

Our vision is a world in which everyone has a place to call 
home. 

 

 
Sierra Roots 

P.O. Box 2086 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

info@sierraroots.org   ■   www.sierraroots.org 
530-751-3263 

VISIT TO AMERICAN CANYON (Continued from page 1) 

home is in Valley View, a just-opened village-like com-
munity of 70 affordable homes for low-income seniors.  

Valley View is the creation of a collaboration of an  
array of public agencies. Thanks to the participation of 
the Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) 
program, 17 of the units are to be occupied by vets who, 
like Matt, are formerly homeless. 

The architecture and site plan were designed by Nevada 
City resident and architect Charles “Chuck” Durrett. 
Chuck is a big proponent of the community village con-
cept and is passionate about finding housing solutions for 
the homeless population. He suggested that I come to the 
July grand opening event to get a first-hand look, and I 
readily agreed. 

As I drove into the Valley View parking area, I noticed 
a man sitting on his porch chair wearing a Dr. Seuss Cat-
in-the-Hat. I went on to meet up with Chuck, who intro-
duced me to folks who helped build Valley View; folks 
like Brent Cooper, American Canyon’s development di-
rector who had urged the city to buy the 3-acre site when 
a local developer-owner went bust in the recession years. 
I also met folks like the project manager from SAWA—
the nonprofit developer that built the project—and the 
community lending banker from Wells Fargo that helped 
finance the project. 

The grand opening reception began at the community 
clubhouse, a structure that include the property manage-
ment offices, other offices for services for the senior resi-
dents, a kitchen, dining area, lounge area, and laundry. I 
recognized the clubhouse as having the Chuck Durrett 

Janice O’Brien is Sierra Roots founder and chairperson 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Heart of  Sierra Roots 

Sierra Roots was founded as an all-volunteer organiza-
tion to reach out to the chronically homeless people of our 
towns. These people have grown up here, gone to school 
here, many of their parents and grandparents helped build 
the buildings and bridges here. They have history here. 
They know and love this community and these forests and 
creeks. Now many have fallen on hard times due to their 
own poor choices as well as unforeseen hardships.    

This community is a generous and caring community. 
Many of us want to make a difference with financial help 
as well as volunteerism. We want to help, but most of all, 
we want to make a difference to someone and be able to 
leave a legacy of creative good will to all who have less 
than we do. We are a thankful and generous people here in 
Nevada City and Grass Valley. That’s where Sierra Roots 
comes in.  

Sierra Roots offers a way to make a difference.          
Volunteers who step into the work of building community 
with the homeless population of our towns are making a 
huge difference right now. And the reward is at least 100 
times if not 1000 times the effort. Seeing the difference as 
individuals get the help they want, the spiritual and mental 
guidance they crave, and the kindness of one human being 

The Community Thanks You! 
 

As it turned out, it was unpredictable. The Sierra 

Roots Volunteer Appreciation Mixer was held on 

what turned out to be a very cold and wet evening 

this past winter. The Mixer, held at The Nevada 

City CoHousing dining room, celebrated the many 

volunteers who repeatedly show-up and manifest 

their dedication and passion to Sierra Roots’ vision 

and mission. 

Sierra Roots’ Extreme Weather Shelter was also 

open that same evening at the Nevada City Veter-

an’s Hall, and a group of volunteers were there, at 

work alongside the local homeless folks. People 

arrived to get dried off, eat a hot healing supper, 

and sleep in a warm place, within the spirit of   

community. 

A special shout-out goes to the wonderful       

volunteers who were at the shelter during the Mixer 

event. Many of the volunteers at the Mixer who  

previously had committed to a segment of the over-

night schedule, immediately left at the end to offer 

their hands and hearts. ■ 

 

Come Explore Volunteering 
for Sierra Roots 

When:  3rd Saturday, 2:00pm 

  July 20, August 17, and Sept. 21 

Where: The Broad Street Bistro 
   426 Broad St., Nevada City 

Fall 2019 Advocacy Training Series 

When:  Fridays: Sept 20 and 27; Oct. 4, 11, 
 18, and 25,  2-4:00pm 

Where: TBA, Nevada City 

 

Top: Volunteers enjoy a break for food, drink, and conversation;  Below:           
volunteers Jaquie Janssen and Jerome Meyers. 

to another that makes a day worthwhile like nothing else 
does. Come volunteer with us and make the difference we 
all want to see. Call 751-3263 ■ 
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Community Builder Dinner 2019 

Janice O’Brien and Pastor Roland honored at inaugural event  

More than 60 Sierra roots supporters and friends    
gathered on May 29 to celebrate and dine in style at     
Toffanelli’s, Grass Valley. The event began with a mixer 
hour as jazz guitarist George    Souza played. Executive 

Director Paul Cogley gave a     
welcoming talk and spoke about 
the facts of homelessness in our 
community and the challenges that 
Sierra Roots has embraced (See 
page 5). Presentation of the Com-
munity Collaborator 2019 honors 
went to Roland Meyer, pastor of 
First  Baptist Church Nevada City, 
for long-time collaboration that      
includes a venue for Sierra Roots 

weekly hot lunches. 

The finale of the evening was the Community Builder 
2019 honors to Janice O’Brien. In a warm and moving 
presentation, Hospitality House Board Chairman Leo   
Granucci spoke of his long-time friend: 

If I were to write a job description for Janice it would read some-
thing like this. First, she’s a friend of the homeless. She knows 
them all by name and they know her and respect her. She’s a 

confidente, and they can confide in her and share their feelings 
and what they’re going thorough. She’s an outreach coordinator 
and she becomes a case manager when she provides these ser-
vices for people. If somebody is eligible for disability, she drives 
them there, Or if they want to get clean, she drives them there. 
She’s a medical assistant; if they need medical care she’ll take 
them to the hospital or the emergency room. And also, she’s a 
hospice supporter; she’s there on the last day. 

Leo announced that in future years the  Community 
Builder award will be known as the Janice O’Brien   
Community Builder honor. ■ 

Community Builders Among Us 

Interview with Adrienne Frazee, married to Ike Frazee, co-owners of 
Ike’s Quarter Café in Nevada City, by Janice O’Brien. 

Adrienne and Ike own and run Ike's Quarter Cafe in    
Nevada City with heartfelt care for all their regular patrons 
and for the larger community of schools, non-profits, the 
elderly, and the homeless. A true community builder, Ike's 
Quarter Cafe is a favorite place to take visitors for deli-
cious New Orleans food and eclectic ambiance. The New 
Orleans vibe bit Ike after his and Adrienne's honeymoon 
in New Orleans. As a young couple they opened their   
restaurant and began a family with hard work and genuine 
love for the community. Thank you Ike and Adrienne. We 
so appreciate what you do.  

Janice: Adrienne, you and Ike have always been so      
supportive and encouraging of Sierra Roots and our work 
with the homeless here in Nevada City. Why? 

Adrienne:  We’ve always been supportive of community 
in a big way when we can; what you do with the chronical-
ly homeless here is so needed and so appreciated. We   

support kids, the elderly, and the homeless people we see 
on our streets every day. Ike and I both grew up here and 
went to school with a lot of the folks who we see are 
homeless now; we both would really like to help them in 
some way. Being in the restaurant business as we are, 
alongside raising a family, we haven’t had much time to 
reach out to them and help them in the way that we 
would like. When we see someone like you and Sierra 
Roots doing it for us, we intend to support that.   

Janice: What do you think can be done better or more 
for the folks who are chronically homeless here? 

Adrienne:  They need more. What’s being done is good, 
but it’s not enough. There is such need for mental health 
support, affordable housing, and basic living help. When 
I experienced a major health problem this year, I realized 
that each one of us could experience losing our homes or 
livelihood quickly and easily.  We could experience what 
they are experiencing just as unexpectedly. We need to 
do what we can to help each other. That’s what this  
community is about and we need to do more. ■ 



Executive Director: 

“This rugged, grass roots organization 
has a special connection with the     

homeless community” 

Below is from the welcoming remarks 
made at the Sierra Roots spring  
Community Builder Dinner. 

   I want to introduce myself      
because I haven’t had the pleasure 
of  meeting all of  you yet. I’m 
Sierra Roots’ new Executive   

Director, and I’m four months into the job. 

At one time—in the late 1990s until 2004—I was the  
Nevada City City Planner. Then my wife Dyanne and I 
made the big decision to move to New York City, where I 
originally come from. I went to work at a small community 
organization in Brooklyn to build affordable housing. 
Eventually I became its Executive Director  

During that time, for five years I volunteered at the 
homeless shelter located in the church across the street 
from our home. After several years we returned to our 
adopted hometown, Nevada City—just over two years ago. 

How did I get involved at Sierra Roots? Like a lot of  you, 
I got involved after hearing Janice speak —in that calm 
modulated tone of  hers— about her passion and work with 
the homeless community. I began as a Sierra Roots volun-
teer. Then I became a member of  the Board. Then the 
Board asked me to be its executive director. 

Over this time I have been listening to people who have 
been working with the homeless community throughout 
our wider community of  Nevada City-Grass Valley. I salute 
the County, the two cities, Hospitality House, and other 
organizations for all that they do and have been              
accomplishing. Clearly, all want to do more.  

At Sierra Roots, our efforts and objectives right now look 
straight ahead to the upcoming winter season, 2019-2020. 
A safe haven must be established for the homeless commu-
nity in the Nevada City environs. And by safe haven I mean 
a place to go if  you’re homeless that won’t open up and 
close down, change locations, over and over again, all    
winter long. 

Sierra Roots volunteers reconnect with dozens of  men 
and women in the chronically homeless community every 
week at our weekly lunches, and through our one-on-one 
advocacy program. We build and maintain connections that 
are mindful and spiritual and action-oriented.  

We press on because we know this rugged, unusual grass 
roots community organization has a special connection 
with the homeless community. ■ 
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by Paul Cogley 

signature touch: an inviting, communal space that        
encourages socializing among neighbors. 

The event moved outside where a half-dozen speakers 
spoke about their successful collaboration building Valley 

View. Then a 
resident 
speaker was 
introduced as 
Mat-in-the-
Hat. He 
thanked the 
folks who 
had worked 
to make his 
new commu-
nity a reality. 
“We’re all 
friends here, 
like family,” 
he said. 

 

After the speeches, I took a walk along the paths. 
When I saw Matt on his porch; I stopped and said hello. 
He greeted me, saying, “I keep my bicycle on my porch 
for when I need to get something. I’ve got a view of 
Walmart from my porch—a lot cheaper than the 7-
Eleven I used to shop at.” 

Later on that day—driving back to Nevada City—I 
reflected on my close-up glimpse of American Canyon’s 
response to the homeless situation. I thought about how 
Valley View’s 70 units of senior affordable housing are, in 
a real sense, a major achievement by the people of Ameri-
can Canyon, for it was built through the support of the 
wider community who were willing to let their civic          
leaders pursue their vision. 

I thought about how Matt was once among the     
countless unhoused with the bleakest of prospects. And 
that now he is a part of the wider American Canyon com-
munity. I thought about how Valley View has not solved 
the burgeoning homelessness crisis, but does provide the 
folks in 70 households—Matt among them—a future 
with renewed hope and security. 

I thought about how the agencies, builders, and       
financiers, who I met and saw at the Valley View opening 
event had each been part of a productive collaboration 
that made Valley View a reality. Finally, as I was driving 
through Grass Valley, I thought about how, with the          
resources of our community and our seeking of our own 
vision, with know-how and a can-do spirit, we too can 
create our own version of what American Canyon has 
achieved for its community. ■ 

VISIT TO AMERICAN CANYON (Continued from page 2) 

Matt addresses the attendees. 



 

WE ARE NOT YOUR HOMELESS (Continued from page 1) 
 

I’m trying to communicate from our point of view—the stuff you 
don’t hear about too much. Most of the conferences never hear 
from our side directly. Like rent 
control, no one talks about it, so 
it’s in my show. I don’t have any 
solutions, I’m just making my  
comments, which you can like or 
dislike. But you got to bring up 
the issues. 
 
SRN: What is your process for 

making your art? 
 
Monte: I go to 99-cent stores and dollar stores for props. I have a cheap-punk 

political philosophy; I don’t want to use computers 
much. If you can’t make a sign with a Sharpie, scis-
sors, and glue, something’s off. I’ll scan something, 
use it as a tool—I’m not anti-computer—but I’m 
glad I   started before computers. 
 
SRN: What is your relationship with the Open Book? 
 
Monte: I’m a volunteer. I did a music show here and it went nicely. The owners   
Angela Sells and Will Dane have 
this wall for artists, so that’s how 
this got started. ■ 
 
All art images  ©2019 Monte 

Sierra Roots 
P.O. Box 2086 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

WHAT: “We Are Not Your Homeless” Art Installation by Monte 

WHERE: Open Book Bookstore & Event Center, 671 Maltman Drive, Grass Valley 

WHEN:  Now (Installation will be an ongoing process with new elements added 
 weekly) 


